
1868 essE.ssoR's
PLQT BOOK

Myfirst knowledge of this plat book dates back to
1983, when I was gathering material for myhistory of
Scott County. Even then I was aware that this was a_
one-of-a-kind treasure that should be published in its
entirety. Myfirst efforts in that direction involved
photography, which I suppose might have been successful
if I had had the expensive cameras and filters needed
to photograph the brown and faded handwriting on these
mapswith sufficient clarity and contrast to permit
them to be enlarged to their original readable size­

Eventually, though, I had to conclude that this was
not possible with the equipment at mydisposal, so the
project was temporarily abandoned. Recently, however,
the assessor's office acquired a newcopying machine
that was capable of making reasonably good copies of
these maps, and that fact fortunately was brought to
my attention by James Arnold, who knew of my interestin this matter.

Mr. Arnold and I, with the kind assistance and co­
operation of the employeein the assessor's office,
then proceeded to copy the maps. But since these measure
some 18 by 20 inches, they had to be copied in sections,
some of which, as you will note, overlap.

The lower outside corners of these maps have been
muchhandled, principally in the process of turning the
pages, and the skin oils and perspiration from these
numerous handlings, during the 119 years these maps have
been in existence, caused these much-handled areas to
turn brown and the copying machine unfortunately regis­
tered these as black areas that, in somecases, have
obscured the inked-in property owners’ names; which fact,
of course, is lamentable, but under these circumstances,
was unavoidable, and that would have been so, even if we
had had the finest photographic equipment at our disposal.

There are some ink spots, too. But then we must remem­
ber that the handwriting on these maps was done with the
old steel pens and pen holders, which were prone, on
occasion, to pour out just such ink blots as we see on
these maps.

Had the fountain pen been available there would have
been fewer such blots, but the first really practical
f°Unt8in Den, the Waterman, was not patented until 1884.
BY189k, a note preceding the listing of five styles of
fountain pens in the MontgomeryWard & Co. catalog of
that year indicated that by then fountain pens were
frapidly superceding all other styles and kinds of pensor practical use. Unfortunately this was some twenty-six
Years too late for the fountain pen to have had any effect
°“ the Quality Of Our Precious 1868 maps.
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Township 27 N. Range 15 E.
(Southeasternmost corner of the county)
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(West end'of Sikeston 8: an area to the west &_nor‘thwes-t
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Townéhip 26 N. Rangejl; E,A '
(Showingmore of Sikeston and all of Miner, but not .all
Sections 4. 5 and 6, shown on the pr-ec'eding map.)
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