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. Old Hermit Is Snug In County
|- Home After 18 Years of Misery

|
By HENRY IIOF‘LANUER)

sond  located nbout o mile south-
west of Pralfje Lick there lved u
venl hermit., He was 0 muan evi-
dently  betweaon Jlﬂy‘j;um nixly
seurs of ayge, genernlly known ws
‘Old Man 8Shields.” While this mny
ar may not be his reul name very
Jttle attention was pald him by
the cltigens of {this purt of our
'ounty since he had been llving at
this one particular spot In his own
wany for Lhe past elghteen yovars
ind had been regarded as n fixed
sbject by his nelghbors. Although
al’ an errnllc tt,mpcrnmcnt. and queer

znrdcd as a hafmless human dere-
llet who made his llving by begging
food and clothing. &
Thls winter a move was made by
Tevernl citizens In this part of Lhe
Jounty to Investigaie his condition
a1 he was thought to be mentally
unbalanced. His mode of llving was
found to be of the most squalid

ing In hgd no doors or windows,
only a small part of & roof, no floor
¢xcept the carth. In cold weather
he bullt a [ire upon the ground,
then moved the fire and lay upbn
the earth that had been warmed
¥by the fire, s!eeglng upon the ashes,

;melhm-s lu'cm a plece of old tin
“In an old shuck on on abundoned | without any bedding  whutever,

,sistence

cheracter., The shack.he was lyv-

Hazell Sale To
Be February 191

D —

Aubrey Hazell, of near Pllot
Grove,-wili-hold-a-publio-sale_at his
home known as the Dr, Evans farm, !
on Tuesdny, Feb. 10. He will sell
fome llvestock, Implements and 6th-
er articles. Col. C. C. Jones and
Archlc Elchman w?ll ‘auctlon the

His wrt of cooklng, whanever he
Aid any.” would Yival that of the
suvages I pre<historie thnes, al-
theugh the greater part ol his sub-
wins  gained by  begging,
somwelimes golng oyl &ix or eight
miles dwuy from his habitation, In|
Lhis wily, buth winter and summer,
he eked oul his mlsvrable lxiutent:u,
How he muanaged Lo llve through
some of Lhe sub-zero temperatures
we expertenced during the past deg-
ade I8 0 mystery,

He s very retleent about his past
und becume highly incensed when

urged Lo go to Tour counly Home'

and enjoy Lhe comforts or!ered him
there.

It is thought thut nt one time
he wi. u worker In the Mjssourl
Pacific thops at Sedalia, but how,
or. why, he took up his hermit mode
of lving no one can explain,

This week, however, county auth-
oritles took action. The old hermit,
who told officials that his name is
Rulph Peters was taken ‘Lo the
county home from hix shack on the
Schwarlz place, He was glven a:
much-needed bath and some good!
home-cooked food, Mvrs. Jeffress, |
the superintenamt of the honﬁ.l
says hic seemns to enjoy belng thcre.l




