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1. ulher Haya He Expectn to Ilo Out of !

the Army By Next Hpring—Ans P

ather Yoldier Writes to :
Maother Here.

Luther J. Luckelt, son of (aun!y
Ruperintendent of Behools Thomas ll.1
Luckett wul who wan formerly & l"o'
orter on the Badally Capital, now {n: 4
the U K. A, ln Franece, wriles tha fol. .
lowing excellont lelter 1o hin f.lhpr, .‘
aml u hiosl of friemls will repd it w[lh ”-
inlerent:

A, PO, 761 Nov. 24, lﬂll. i
Dear Dad wnd All: R

Well, dud, they are giving us ‘s %
chance to write a real lctter today—. ,"
Dud’'s Xmas Victory letter—and need- .
Irss to say ] am mightily pleased to
kuve that chance. <

To begin with, Merry Xmas to ll!. [
of you, | wish Gilmaore and T could ¥
be with you, but will be satixfied if 7
we cnn sce you In a couple of months,}’
tiy'the first of March—and I [hink w'~
will. 1 expect to get out of the army
by next spring—in fact, in time 20,
et in on the hig spring ad\rertlsun:..-
drive. Of courre this is only my ‘per- -
sanal opiniun but it ia shared by prac- -
tically all af-the fellows over here. . .

I hope all of you have & fine Mervy—
Xmas and that the New Year brings”
rew happiness aml prosperity to nll
of you.

As to what 1 am doing and wherc :
1 have been, ete., 1 can tell you s
great deul better than [ can write,
expecially when my' lettern are Iihbh
to be censored. i

We crowsel thr l-.nzllah Cll:mnal
fromt Houthhampton Lo thrbourz.
Frince, on July 18 and then traveled.
In box cars acsoan France for two
days and ons night and landed at
I'rersons 1. Fauche, whore we trained
unlil August 4th. Box rar travel in
France I» for from the moxt delight-
ful of expericnces, as they use those
dinky little narrow gauge box cars
marked 42 lHomuwes, 8 Cheveaux (42
mcn or elght horses capacity) lnd‘
that 42 men included packs and all.

Well, we lived on hard tack and .
corn willie und’ not too much: of that, .
an we had just landed from Englard
whers we marched to and from va.
rlous “rest camps” (usually about five °
or six miles from a station, and we
marched with full equipnilnt, and ’
about all they rested was a fellow's "
stomach) we were: like -8 pack oh
hungry wolves for a  week or hm.
Even hot corn willls and coffes tant
od mighty good for a while, " . ',*;

We trained pretty hard there, then .
went to Rangeval and had an advanca™
statfon at Raule Court, about & mlle -
from Mont Sec. In the 8t. Mihlel m-,,
tor nesr Toul. Things weren't vorr.
snappy there, but we heard oeeulml !
shells whine, saw & few airplane bat- ./
tles, a few balloons. burned and learned '
the sound of a Klaxon horn (whach
they use for the xas alarm,

We set up an ambulance dressing
station at Douillienville while the lines
wure just up on the hills above us
and about thres-quarters of a miile
away.

1 was working at the dreulng ltu— !
tion there and some of our ambulances *
were al the front. We were right -
close to Thiarcourt. 3
It was while | was at Boullllonvlllo
that [ saw Gilmore, is battery was -
about hslf a mile from us. Arﬁllory
was all around us there., .

From thero we moved to Essey lnd
established another dressing station.’
There we lived in old wine cellars, as,
it waen't always healthy on top of
the ground. Our division was then:
relleved and for one day we saw vil-
lages and towns that weren't In rulns.'
You have no idea ‘how good they
looked to ux

‘Then we came up near Mont P'sn-
cdn and there we did excavation work |
working betwoen the field and thea
liospitals. While located there Hainle,
got our vange and shot up part of the -
hospital and made us hike fw_po

in the ground pratly oftés Tha lﬁo«-
pital mbved, but we had & pretty good y°
plsce and stayed there. When: m‘m
hnrd sbell coming we would M‘t
"the ground, and weually lh.,‘.
sll found vs In the trench, :

mxt

i

There.we had ‘eur fiest’ %
qur bombe.. !xhly.md;ig%

1
f

on !natorl and then In & fow days we
were asalpned to front line work,

I saw somne pretty snappy nrtlon
at boﬂu Beaufort and Brauclalr after
we made our laxt advance and had
raud and rocks thrown o]l over the car
at Beanlalr by exploding Helnie shells,
Wa eatablished our buse wt Barricourt
and ] was there when the urminstice

‘went Into effect,

At present | am in Jansuville, 6n
the Meuse river, right ncross from
Stenny. We are moviug Lowprd Ger-
nany tomorrow fullowing the German
army.

The Enghty-ninth has made o name
for Itnelf over here, hsan't it?7 I'm
glad to belong to It now.

Now then for a few incidentals, |
have hud cooties—in fact, stlll have
them. | wish I could send a few to
some mlackers bhack in the stalew—
‘nuft aaid,

As for the shells, there are thru—
Hmll, incoming, outgolng und “duda.”
Incoming (if they ure cloke) ring
“Nearer My God Lo Thee” unil & fel-
Jow hita the dirt if he hears them.
Outgoing wa called “Prershing's eace
Notex” and “duda” are shells thut
come in and fuil to explode, We ul-

\ ayn cheered for that kind. Yes, unvl
then thers are gos aw whiz-bangs.
Gas shells wobble through the nir
end don't make much of a noine when
they go off und “Whiz-bungx™" ure
shella thyt . soind “whiz-bung® (#ry
them togalher and us fust as you cun.)
They ure usually powlers. Gusx wuk

"the Jeust of our wurries,

High ex-
‘plosive was the worst,

Well, dad, 1 think that's about all.
1 hopr ta seg you soon pad tell yon
the rest, !

Lots of dove Lo all,
and lope wll of you wre,
Leard from Gilimore for w long i
It huve wrilten him lotely. Merry
Xnus and o Happy New Year.

Lovingly, I'vt. L. J. LUC I\FTT.

| Amh. Co. 355, 814 Soan Tr, A. F.

I'm fieling fine
1 huvent




