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For these things the panus trom Kansas
and Federal soldiers began ji series of re-
prisals, and it is ton by|the }oungers that
their own mother was.compelled to set fire
to her own house in the dead of winter
and that three of their |sisters were mur-
dered. In September, 1863 }ther the sack-
ing of Lawrence, in which “Cole” Younger
kad a hand. he went south with -fifty: men
and joined the command 0}’ Kirby: -Smith.
In 1855 he went with al commission from
the Confederate govérhmedt to raise a
company in Californial He had handly
reached there when the fwar ended.

In the fall of 186 el hteen months
after the close of the war, all the Younger
boys were. back upon the bld.homestead

near Hamsonwlie men mgl fences, puttmg;‘

up barm 'md gettmg read\ for farmmg-
At this point Historical accounts disagree.
The- -Youngers say-tliey wished peace. Oth-
ers.8ay:that: they® had- such a: baptism of

pomble for them to follow the {JUFbUIt‘- of
peace;-and that they joined with Jesse and
Frank James and -others of the - Quanuro‘l
croyd-and formed that hand of . desperate
bandits which, spread terror.over thiz part
of the west for many years.. In- -just how
many ‘hank robberies, Lram robberies and
h;gh\m\ Tobberies: “ Cole.”: Youngrer. took
part “will never. be known, .but his name
has ‘heen connected with” 'mlm of them.
He was the coolest and shrewdost ur that
outlaw band, ,
In“all the wanderings of the \Uun"'er
brothers in the ten vears between the close
of the wir.and the bank: robbery at North-
field, Minn., which proved their undoing,
the old home and haunts in Jacksoncounty
held strong attractions for them, and often
Lhey returned here. The curse of the out-
law- and wanderer was upon them,  but
through all this county they lhad many
friends wlo would rather die than betray
them. . The love of home was as strong
within thém as the same mstmct in the
breast of ‘the homing pigeon, and twenty-
five years imprisonment never deadened it.
It was the middle of August,| 1876, that
“Cole™ Younger and his two brothorq rode
out from Lee's Summit to- join'!Frank and
Jesse James and the others for the long
ride to Nqrthfield. This-was "Co!e " Youn-
ger's last ‘expedition, “Jim” 'and ¥ Rob”
‘munger never saw the old Home again,
“Bob™ died in prison. “Jim "[killed him-
self last summer. Both are buried in the
graveyard near Lee's Summit. “ Cole
Younger will be the only one of the trio

to Inok again upon the scenes c}f his youth.

blood and fierce’ adventure that it was im-




